On March 2nd we discussed the dignity of a movie called “23 Minutes in Hell”. For those who have not seen it, it is about a person who has dreams and uses the Bible to interpret his dreams in a wrong manner. In short this movie does not use the Bible properly, for it takes verses out of context, and shows a literal interpretation of what hell and demons are like which does not show the real truth of the Bible. 


This movie’s main element is dreams. We discussed how dreams are not necessarily to be taken as a sign from God. In fact, dreams can be a way for the devil to tempt or lead you down a wrong path, if followed. If you think that your dream may have a meaning behind it, it is best for you to talk to your father of confession before taking any premature actions. It is rare that God will talk to you through a dream. 

To prove that the Bible should not be taken literally we discussed the event of God creating the earth. In the Bible it describes it as per day, as we all know. The reality is that a day to God is not our 24 hour days now. St. Peter wrote:  “But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2Pet. 3:8).  And in the book of Genesis, although the first chapter writes about six different days of creation, the second chapter summarizes the entire creation in one day:  “This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens” (Gen. 2:4).  

It is also important that one not use the Bible to support one’s own personal ideas, especially in the literal sense as is done in this video.  We do not submit the Bible under our own minds, but rather the Holy Bible is an authority over us that we should submit ourselves to and learn and obey as intended by the Holy Spirit Who is the Author of the Holy Scriptures.

We also discussed a little about heaven and hell. There are two extremes that people can think of when talking about heaven and God. One, since God is a merciful God then we can do anything we want and he will accept us into heaven no matter what. The other is relating to God’s justice.  If it were up to God’s justice alone, then none could be saved because “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).  Neither extreme is entirely accurate.  The simplest answer to these extremes is that God gave us free will and with our free will we choose to follow a certain path. God is merciful and is always shining His love and grace on us for us to repent and follow His way.  However, there will come a day in which we will all be held accountable for our deeds. 

Also, to link lesson one into this conversation; we talked about bringing people into the church. Of course respect is necessary. This movie is in no way a way to help evangelize the world. It is not an accurate description of reality.  For this movie is deceiving and is not recommended. 

