Peace and Grace to all of you my extended family,

My memories from Mexico 2008 trip:
First, I want to thank the Lord for giving me the chance to return to that spot that has become our favourite place, as in it was our first mission trip ever, and for giving me the blessing of visiting Mexico’s St. Mary and St. Mark Coptic church. I also thank him for giving me the blessing of meeting all of you, you all mean a lot to me.

The mission started when Uncle Victor sent an e-mail telling us that God chose Mexico for us to go again, and then Uncle asking us to be the coordinators for this trip. We felt that nobody can do what Uncle Victor did last year and at the end, we were right.

We felt God’s hand with us from the moment we left home. That was manifested in many things, and even though it is not the place to discuss them here, but we felt it all the way. At the same time, the devil did not watch and smile, he also tried hard to stop us, starting from delaying our flight for 4 hours in Houston, Abouna Timothaous’s not coming on the trip, and delaying our tour bus …etc. he was working very hard.

The mission started by a spiritual topic that aimed at preparing us to work and let the will of God be our guide, we learned how to empty ourselves so His LOVE can fill us and to let everyone we meet feel this love as well.
We saw how GOD works with his servant from the two young men “John and Mina” whom we met there (Coming from Chicago, stayed 2 months in Mexico, and were leaving a day after our arrival).
I also learned that the day we attend a Holy Liturgy, that day becomes much more different from any other day. We had a Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday. On these days, I felt that Jesus Christ was around us everywhere and in every thing we do.

On Sunday, we spent most of the day with Abouna Zakaria learning from him. He was also filling us after we emptied ourselves. That day I learned many things and there were many messages especially for me. After that, we went to visit the houses around the church to invite the people to come to the church and let them know we have a free medical service for every one, as well as the other kids and adult services.

Also on Wednesday, after we had our Liturgy, I was surprised with the number of people who came to the church for the medical service and to see the church. That day was full of blessings, many kids came and people were lining up in front of the clinic to see a doctor or to pick some medicine.

On Friday, I felt that God wanted me to see that even without us working very hard, only by praying for the people, he will bring them to his house. He allowed me to see the number of kids and adults inside the church. And that was amazing. We had about 50- 60 kids and almost the same number of adults.
The group was great and I am always amazed to see how God makes the group that He gather together to serve him, act in one complete unity. This only happened when He filled us with His love, so we became one in His love and one in him.

I saw how each one of you served God by helping every person you met and everyone that came into your way. I saw how, through your smiles, people were able to feel and see Christ in you, and I am sure you all saw Christ in them as well.

Finally I can’t wait to see you all again and serve with you all again and I pray for all the people we met and the people who came to the church that God fill their hearts with his Holy Spirit so they can see and feel how sweet he is. Please pray for those people all the time.
Ashraf

