Hi Everyone...Happy St. Mary's Fast to you all.  As I mentioned on the last night, I liked how a group member last year did his reflections---he sent his reflections but incorporating everyone on the trip.

 

Also please note: my email has been changed to ibakheet1@yahoo.com. The other one was just getting to much junk email. 

 

As Marilyn mentioned in her  meditation on the last night we were in Mexico, God brings certain people in our lives for a reason. And I have always believed this (whether it is someone you give money to at a gas station because they need money to fill their car or somebody you meet on a spiritual trip like this).

 

Laura was right...these missionary trips are contagious....and perhaps Africa may be in  the near future?!!

 

First to give thanks to God for allowing this trip to happen....it was according to His Will that our schedules were allowed to be free and for us all to meet and it was Him who kept us safe and allowed us to taste His Grace while serving His children. 

 

Also, Abouna Zakarias for opening the church doors for us and allowing us to somewhat taste some of what the service is like in Mexico. Abouna's sincere love was great and was truly hospitable and loved each one of us (even if we could not speak Spanish (or Arabic). 

 

Also, thank you Uncle Victor for starting this evangelism group in which others can meet and hear about these missionary trips. There was never a time during the trip in which we did not mention your name and how much we missed you for Mexico 2008. I am sure your ears were ringing/burning a lot during those days! :)

 

Ashraf: Thank you for keeping us on track as we all have experienced some time of leadership in our life (whether at work or in Sunday School service) and know how difficult it can be to manage a group of people. Nevertheless, your leadership skills were paramount for the success of this trip. Whether we liked it or not, you being structured kept us on track and was for our spiritual benefit and I am very guilty of not taking more advantage of it.  We all need structure in our lives and when we become lax, this is when the devil takes full advantage of us. By being structured in Mexico helps us keep a regular/structured life when we return to our every day life just as Abouna Zakaria mentioned that we should dedicate 30 minutes each day to God (which I am struggling with already--but trying).

 

Suzy: I am not sure if God knows that He created an angel named "Suzy Hanna Morcos"?! You are an amazing person!!! And such a fun person to be around. I loved your Bible Study and loved all your input during the other Bible Studies. Your spiritual perspective on everything is refreshing and comforting. It soothes any aching soul. And your ears were probably ringing also because Sara and I could not stop talking about how awesome you are during our trip back home. And your words to the Mexicans were very encouraging and true (telling them that we want them taste the love of God and we don't care about the quantity in our church but the quality).  I think Mexico 2008 really made me get to know you more and really enjoyed our times. Also, I was able to see more of what you saw in Diego. As I mentioned in my reflection on the last night, your thoughts about him last year were seen this year by me. And I hope and pray that everyone either this year, or maybe next year, will be able to come into contact with Diego and see how amazing this young boy is and how amazing of a young man he will become. 

 

Emad: When I was in college, I was debating on whether to go to pharmacy or medical school and after seeing you deal with the patients, I kind of wish I went into medical school. You were patient and kind and examined everyone thoroughly. And even took care of Ashley who wasn't feeling too good. Even if I was napping, you were still persistent and active and asked for the clinic key not wanting to turn anyone away just as Christ never turns anyone away. I am so glad you came on this trip because I don't know what we would have done if it wasn't for you, Laura, and Mary....,the harvest is plenty and God truly sends workers to take care of His harvest. It was great meeting you and serving with you .

 

Marilyn: I never thought it was possible to be raised here in the US and still raise your kids in the Orthodox Church. You are an inspiration for other mothers (especially those who were raised here in the states) that it is possible to raise good children and bring them up knowing about the Orthodox Church and fearing God. I really admired how you are the one who initiated this trip for your whole family---it shows how strong of a family unit you all are and how important it is raise the children in the church.....I truly saw the verse "as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord" come into play on this trip with your family.

 

Mina E.: You are one funny and outgoing young man! Since you came up to me and Sara in the Mexico airport, I thought, this "kid is going to be the joker of the group"! And we could tell you were really sick because the jokes/humor came to a halt! I hope you are feeling better and back with your witty sense of humor! You are going to become a great physician, modeling after your father!

 

Justine: Okay...so by Day 2, I figured it out that it was "Jus-teen" and not "Justin" or "Christine" :).  You are such an amazing young lady and when ever anyone needed help with anything, you were always there. It is like you had a radar and always had it on and immediately went to help. Whether it was helping us set up /organize all the medications in the cabinet or helping Ashley with the Sunday School service or helping Suzy make sandwiches for the trip. You are the "Martha and Mary combined"---you served everyone but at the same time, still were one of the first people to attend all the spiritual services (I am sure Ashraf would have given you a golden star for that! :) Also, thank you for trading pictures with me...it was really sweet of you and as usual, you always think of others (again--it is that radar thing!). 

 

Josh: At first, I couldn't figure out whether you were the middle child or the youngest child but as I found out you were the youngest child, there was a special place that grew in my heart (okay---so I am a little biased---yes, I am the youngest child and we "babies of the family" have to stick together!).  I am sorry to have seen you sick but by the end of the trip you were back to yourself and at the airport ate half of Mina's sandwich! BTW, we always knew you were the Mofia! Thanks for staying with me the first day and helping me organize the medications and thanks to you and Mina for moving those cabinets into the clinic. God sends the appropriate people at the most opportune time!

 

Sara: My shower buddy and my nap buddy and my airplane buddy....and MY BUDDY OVER ALL!!! When I found out you were going on this trip, I was really excited because I really wanted to get to know you better. I always told my Mom about you,.,,,that you are so "taybee" ---such a kind heart and this was really evident during the trip.  You, like Justine, had your radar on and was always there to help others (bring medicines from the pharmacy and/or translating). I did get your phone call and thank you so much for thinking about me. I hope to see you when I come to visit Tampa August 20. Thank you also for our "nun" talks and our "adoption" talks---it was enjoyable and fun talking to you and Ashley about that stuff.  Thanks for driving me to your house so I can get my car. (and finally I did get my bag!). Thank you for our talks on the plane....your perspective is so similar to mine that it was refreshing to talk to somebody that is "there and gets it" :)

 

Maria: I have to say the same thing Mark said last year about you.....you are "praying/praising unceasingly."  What ever service we are doing, I hear you singing a song/calling out to the Lord's name. Thank you for always doing that because it was a constant reminder that He is always around (we all know this....but it is always good to call on His name at all times).  I see your life in the Lord never-ending and may God always protect you from the evil one who becomes envious of those who serve/pray to the Lord unconditionally with all their heart. 

 

Ashley: Girl....the more time I spend with you, the more I miss you!!!  I am so glad you were able to come on this trip because Mexico 2008 would have been totally weird without you...it is a tradition now! :) Besides my desire of going into the health field, I have always wanted to become an elementary school teacher...their impact on this young age is amazing and I see this every time you interact with those children! I have always said it and truly believe it, teachers (and nurses) are under paid for all they do and all the influence they have on others. I truly believe Julio and his brothers and Pablo will get baptized and come into the faith, not because of the all the knowledge they will acquire about Christianity, but by the Christ's love that touched their hearts through your teachings and dealings with them. You are an amazing teacher and all the kids would come up to me "Que Mistro Ashley"....you are the popular one and usually the success of an event is measured by how much involved the children were. By them always asking for you and wanting you to teach them,  the children's portion of this missionary trip is a success! Also, organizing the party the last day was a hit! What a wonderful and awesome idea to do different stations....this is something that should be used in the years to come! I hope you stop by in Jacksonville and we can hang out! Talk to you soon.

 

Sam: When I first heard your comment to Therese "can you do something with your life and translate", I thought "is this kid for real? Did he just say that?" But as I spent more time with you, you reminded me so much of my brother because my brother can have that "mocking/joking attitude" and then I thought to myself..."this is my family...here is my older brother re-created into my younger brother!". It was great knowing you and all I have to say is thank you for bringing Hong on this trip! :) Everything else you did was tolerable...just kidding...really, I hope to see you soon and you will also make a great physician....but I would leave that "mocking" attitude at home when examining patients....you wouldn't want to examine an obese patient and say "what happened...did you swallow 2 Burger Kings restaurants and 1 McDonald?" :)

 

Hong: I can not tell you how much I have learned from you with the minimal interactions I had with you. Just coming to this trip and not knowing who you will meet and/or what you will encounter shows how strong and courageous person you are. I just moved to Jacksonville (which is still in Florida) and have been worried/consumed by my fear but by seeing how courageous you are, provided some encouragement for me. You are truly a sweet and sensitive young lady and May God always provide you guidance and enlightenment where ever you may go. Also may He give you more strength for putting up with Sam for 3 more years in medical school! :) (just kidding)!. You too will become a great physician!

 

Puvley (Peter): We found out in Mexico I about the secret behind your name and Mexico II we found out that you truly look like a Mexican worker and as hard of a worker as the Mexicans! You and Mina did an excellent job cleaning up those weeds and by you both doing that, showed how much love the Mexican people do have (even for strangers) when that guy came and started to help you guys. (I took a picture of it!).  Also, thanks for not ever smiling in my pictures! :) I am glad you came on Mexico II and hope to see you in Mexico III and maybe in Africa I :)

 

Laura: Okay...so my biggest secret (if you read all of the above reflections---was to combine medical school with being an elementary teacher) was to become a pediatrician but after seeing you patiently deal with those kids, I don't think I would have had the same zeal as you. You were great and I don't know what we would have done if you weren't there...Emad and Mary were doing an excellent job with the adults but there were also so many children that showed up...Truly God sends the right people at the right time! Thank you for talking with me and putting our thoughts together on how this medical missionary vision should be....I know the first day, we looked at each other and said "is this even possible to organize all these medications" but it is evident that God's thoughts are much different than our thoughts. By you talking so much about Africa, I am so excited about going to Africa next year (as long as you are there with me! :). Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve with you and get to know you! And thank you for our talk on the last day to the airport. Hope to see you soon!

It would be great for us all to plan a trip to that Canada convention and at the same time spend some time with Ashraf and Suzy! :)

 

Mary: Dr. Gendy aka BG (bathroom girl)...it was great having you on this trip!  I love you dearly like a sister and it really touched me that you still remember us helping you move…I know you would always remember this but it touched me that you were emotionally touched by this.  Thank you for our talks on the bus and in the room and listening to my unknown.  You are such a fun person to be around and I really enjoyed the trip! As  I mentioned above, you as well as the other physicians were a great asset to this trip and don’t know what we would have done without you guys! I told Mike (my brother) about all this trip and how much you served and he was so excited that he may consider coming next year! Thanks for all the fun and am so glad we were able to go on this trip together. Next trip: Aftrica I or maybe at least Canada? (
Mina G: Okay, so as the days progressed, your talents were being discovered. I didn’t know that you knew how to speak Spanish  (and thanks for translating and writing down what I was supposed to say in regards to inviting people to the medical services). And also your mopping skills were excellent! ( You are such a nice and funny young man and truly come from a blessed family. Please take care of Mary because she is very dear to me. Good luck with dental school and also hope you are able to finish your book “Freakineconomics” (again…another talent---you are such an intelligent young man that will take you places, I am sure!)

Therese: Okay…so by day 2, I got it right and it is “Therese” and not “Theresa” ( So I am glad God allowed me to meet my long lost baby sister----I knew she was out there, but didn’t know where she was! ( You were a delight to meet and hang out with. Thanks for  translating those hard Arabic words that I couldn’t get and you and Sara’s service to translation was inevitable!  Now that we were re-united, we should never lose touch! ( No seriously, I hope we can keep in touch and meet up again in Mexico III or as I have stated before Africa I.

Christian: My Sweden buddy! I was so glad that part of Mexico 2007 group was able to come to Mexico 2008 and you were among them! Thanks for keeping me company and walking with me in the caves and seeing how much further we had to go! (  Thanks for always coming and finishing up the conversation I tried to have with the Mexican people on the street…all I did was say “Hola” and looked behind me and said “Christian”…. ( Mexico 2009 was fun and great having you with us! 

Thanks to you all for a great trip and hope to see you all very soon!! ( May God bless this year for you all and keep you all safe until we meet again. 

Take care and keep in touch,
Irene
