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Coptic Evangelism in North America
Under the Auspices of
H.G. Bishop Youssef,
The Coptic Evangelism in North America

Invites you to join 
The Third Missionary Trip to Rochester, New York 
July 31-August 3, 2009
“We love Him because He loved us first.” (1 John 4:19)
As a part of Coptic Evangelism Group of North America, we are excited to announce we will be going to evangelize in Rochester, New York (urban missionary work).  What more can we ask for when we are blessed to be able to spread the word of God and to serve the less fortunate.  We are blessed enough to be able to help those who are lost and in need of spiritual guidance.

 

Our goal as Coptic Orthodox Christians is to serve the Lord and spread His words and teachings.  Our goal is to make a difference in people’s lives somehow someway through email, discussions, community services, evangelism, and missionary work.  After all, we are the Lords co-workers which mean we are the Lord’s tools; we are instruments the Lord uses to spread His word those who are lost and in need.

 

Those of us who are 19 or older are able to evangelize in this mission.  Otherwise, they should be accompanied by a parent or an adult.  This age requirement is set for a number of reasons, mostly for the safety and security of each member.  We all must be responsible adults willing to serve the Lord.

 

The trip will begin on THURSDAY, July 30st of 2009. On this day, we will all fly into Rochester, New York and reside at the St. Shenouda Coptic Monastery.  Then, we begin our urban missionary work and do our job as our Lord’s co-workers.
    This blessed trip will end on TUESDAY, August 3rd of 2009. Don’t forget your Bible and Agpeya for our daily prayers together.  Also, bring along a notebook for taking notes and journaling on a daily bases to share with the group after arrival.  Of course, bring along personal items such as towels and medications needed. 
    

General Information:
What is this about?
Why a Missionary Trip to Rochester, New York?

Thanks to God for establishing a Coptic Orthodox Monastery in Rochester, New York.  The monastery was established with the prayers of St. Shenouda the Archmandrite (see history of monastery). 

 

So, we are going to Rochester to do urban missionary work to people who are less fortunate and perhaps do not know who the Lord Jesus Christ is. We hope to show them the love of God and to preach the gospel of salvation.  In this kind of missionary work you will vividly see the hands of God, and before other peoples’ lives change, your life will dramatically be changed. 

 

If you’re eager to give a great boost to your spiritual life and to offer God a few days of your time, then join us and witness the work of God.  It will be an unmatched experience that you will never forget; it will deeply touch your heart and will leave a joy and inner peace in your life for years to come.
 The community service in general in Rochester will be focused on problems in the inner city, i.e. homeless, food, clothing, drug, dysfunctional family issues (battered women, orphans, etc), unemployment, literacy, education, etc.  A possibility for the service here for the potential group coming could be to visit a different one of these places on each day that the group is here if God wills.  For example, one day at a homeless shelter, another at an orphanage, another doing a food and clothing drive, another at a drug rehab, adult day cares or nursing homes, prison, soup kitchen, etc
 

Who May go?
You need to be a steward of God, with a deep love for God and a desire to evangelize.  The trip is for persons at least 19 years of age and has finished High School and at least Undergraduate School. 
 

The Cost
You are responsible for paying for your own plane ticket.  The cost of food, internal transportation, and lodging is only $80.00. Send Check, application, and letter of recommendation to the following address:

Coptic Monastery of Saint Shenouda
550 Lehigh Station Road, 

West Henrietta, NY 14586
Make check payable to “Coptic Monastery of Saint Shenouda”. Please indicate in subject line: “Urban Mission-Rochester, New York.” 

 

How to Register
Contact Jonathan Anthony via email:  z.jonathan.a@gmail.com  or telephone: 407-257-2101. You will have to fill out an application and recommendation letter from your priest.  All 3 forms are found in this booklet.
Or you may visit the official website for the Rochester Urban Trip and download the registration form, scan it in uyour computer and email it back to Jonathan Anthony at z.jonathan.a@gmail.com.

Website:  http://evangelismcopticorthodox.org/home.html
Under the Auspices of H.G. Bishop Youssef,

The Coptic Evangelism in North America Group

Third Urban Missionary Trip to 

THE COPTIC MONASTERY OF ST. SHENOUDA
“Urban Missionary Work”
Rochester, New York July 31st to August 3rd  2009  

	2009 -- MISSION II (July 31 - August 3)
	
	

	"PRACTICAL ISSUES OF URBAN MISSION" AND "GOOD SOLDIER/PRINCIPLES OF SERVICE IN EVANGELISM"

	
	
	

	
	Thursday, July 30
	

	
	
	

	Arrive to Airport
	
	3:00 P.M. - 12:00 A.M.

	Registration / Snacks
	
	3:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

	Evening Prayer
	
	5:30 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.

	Dinner
	
	6:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

	Quiet Personal Time (Meditation)
	
	7:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

	Introduction -- Order of St. Shenouda/Evangelism through Urban Mission
	
	9:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.

	And/Or Introduction to "Good Soldier" -- 2Timothy 2
	
	

	Prayer Meeting
	
	10:00 PM - 10:30 PM

	Preparation
	
	10:30 PM - 12:00 AM

	
	
	

	
	Friday, July 31
	

	
	
	

	Wake up & Wash up
	
	5:00 A.M. - 6:00 A.M.

	Midnight & Morning Prayers
	
	6:00 A.M. - 8:00 A.M.

	Divine Liturgy
	
	8:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.

	Lunch
	
	11:00 AM - 12:00 P.M.

	Spiritual Talk (1) Br. Antonios -- Good Soldier I
	
	12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M.

	Brief-In (1) Dn. Andrew -- "Practical Issues" -- Homeless Ministry/Addiction
	
	1:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.

	Preparation for Service Program 
	
	2:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

	Vespers Prayers
	
	5:30 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.

	Go to Sts. Peter and Paul
	
	6:00 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.

	Dinner
	
	6:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.

	Return to St. Mark's
	
	8:30 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

	Reflection / Meditation
	
	9:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.

	Prayer Meeting
	
	10:00 PM - 10:30 P.M.

	Snacks / Preparation
	
	10:30 PM - 12:00 P.M.

	
	
	

	
	Saturday, August 1
	

	
	
	

	Wake Up
	
	5:00 A.M. - 6:00 A.M.

	Midnight & Morning Prayers
	
	6:00 A.M. - 8:00 A.M.

	Breakfast
	
	8:00 A.M. - 9:00 A.M.

	Spiritual Talk (2) -- Br. Antonios -- Good Soldier II
	
	9:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.

	Brief-In (2) -- Dn. Andrew -- "Practical Issues" -- Prison Ministry
	
	10:00 AM - 11:00 A.M.

	Go to Prison
	
	11:00 AM - 11:30 A.M.

	Prison Service & Tour (Lunch Included)
	
	12:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.

	Go to Bridges of NY/Halfway House
	
	2:00 P.M. - 2:30 P.M.

	Brief-In (3) -- Dn. Andrew -- "Practical Issues" -- Nursing Home/Battered Women
	
	2:30 P.M. - 3:30 P.M.

	Bridges of NY Service
	
	3:30 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

	Return to St. Mark's
	
	5:00 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.

	Vesper's Prayers and Praise
	
	5:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.

	Vespers Raising of Incense
	
	6:30 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

	Dinner
	
	7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

	Midnight Prayer and Praises
	
	8:00 P.M. - 11:00 P.M.

	Reflections/Meditation
	
	11:00 PM- 12:00 A.M.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Sunday, August 2
	

	
	
	

	Wake Up
	
	7:00 A.M.

	Divine Liturgy (Group Picture with Abouna Shenoda)
	
	8:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.

	Quick Lunch
	
	1:00 P.M. - 1:30 P.M.

	Nursing Home Visitation
	
	2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

	Snack / Rest / Preparation (St Peter & St Paul)
	
	4:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

	Vesper Prayer
	
	4:30 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

	Prepare Food for Sojourner House / Vesper Praise
	
	5:00 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.

	Sojourner House
	
	5:30 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

	Spiritual Talk (3) Brother Antonios -- Good Soldier III
	
	8:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

	Reflections/Slide Show
	
	9:00 P.M. - 10:30 P.M.

	Prayer Meeting
	
	10:30 PM - 11:00 PM

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Monday, August 3
	

	
	
	

	Wake up & Wash up
	
	5:00 A.M. - 6:00 A.M.

	Midnight & Morning Prayers
	
	6:00 A.M. - 8:00 A.M.

	Depart
	
	8:00 A.M. - 


What to bring
The following list of numbers to help in case of an emergency: 
Jonathan Anthony
    Cell:    407-257-2101
Brother Antonious
    Cell:    (585) 755-7220
Fr. Shenouda
     Cell: 
2.    Avoid bringing expensive jewelry. 

3.    All medications you currently use or you may need to use if you have some health condition (Asthma, Allergies, etc)

4.    Insurance card or paper 

5.    Your Tonia if you’re a deacon.

6.    Your Agpeya, your Bible, your Psalmody Book, spiritual song book.

7.     Pen and a notebook.

8.     Comfortable shoes when evangelizing
9.     Your towels.

10.     If you have a musical instrument, you may bring it with you as you can use it when singing songs

11.     Your camera
12.     If you wear contact lenses, bring the solutions with you and spare lenses.

13.     Appropriate attire for the church and meeting attending.

14.     Appropriate attire for visitation and evangelism.

15.     Pillow case, sheets.

16.     Hygiene products.

Proposed Activities/Services
The theme of the trip will be based on a document sent to the group a while ago called “A tribute to Mother Teresa".  In the document Mother Teresa says "There is more hunger in the world for love and appreciation than for bread"

We are in communications with Sojourner House; this house is dedicated for Battered Wives and their kids.  The goal is to be able to visit them, share with them the true meaning of the Love of Christ.

 

We are also visiting Blossom North Nursing Home.  The residents there are rather underprivileged very simple people.  These people have been abandoned and have no one to visit them or share the love of Christ.  Our goal is to share visitation time, a word of hope, and fellowship.
 

In addition we are talking with the Correction Facility (for teenager kids) Chaplin to visit the prisoners and share a word of hope and the Love of Christ with them.

 

And finally we will invite all the homeless in the streets through posting flyers in Downtown, and passing them personally for the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul Intercessor of the Mission Center.  In this service we will prepare a warm meal for them and have a show composed of Song's, a Skit, and a word of Hope.  And of course we will be sharing with them the endless Love of Christ.
Services Needed: 

1) Entertainment:
a) One of the suggested missionary activities is a skit which will be presented to the people we will serve.
- here is the link of the suggested skit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVJqRLU3J0I
2) prayer and songs group
-accumulating songs for praise and worship.
- perhaps distributing hymns and songs to the people on paper and MAYBE CDs 
3) Gifts group
Promotion to be started at individual churches to collect blankets, toys for the kids, and clothes and food cans for the homeless. Each Sunday school class from our churches can participate in preparing cards. 
4) Urban mission group
- Research the approach (i.e dress code, activities for kids) of service for the different groups that we need to serve.
5) Preaching group
Preparing pamphlets, bibles (free from bible society), and other resources
6) Meals group
- basically organizing our meals and snacks for the trip
The History of the Coptic Monastery of St. Shenouda in Rochester, New York

The Coptic Monastery of St. Shenouda in Rochester, NY, is modeled after the monastic order of St. Shenouda the Archimandrite in the 4th to 5th centuries.  This model as you can see is not new, but rather a revival of an order of monasticism that was present from the early centuries of monasticism and arose out of Egypt from one of the great monastic leaders. 

His monastic order was one that combined the life of solitude and prayer along with a life of service.  So for example, in the Antonian monastic order, when a monk goes to live in the monastery, he does not leave just as St. Antony the Great said that it would be the same as a fish coming out of the water if a monk left his cell.  But in the order of St. Shenouda, the monk has a service to the community around him in addition to his own personal order of prayer and solitude.  And therefore, the monk can leave his monastery for service-oriented purposes. 
Just like all monasteries, there is a fixed prayer schedule with Midnight prayers and praise early in the morning and the Vespers in the evening.  Each monk will also have his own private cell and does not leave the monastery except for service.

The monastery here is located in a fairly quiet part of a suburb of Rochester called Henrietta.   Rochester is a small city where almost everything is 15 to 20 minutes away from everything else.  So the monastery is situated in the same atmosphere as that of St. Shenouda’s in Suhaj.  

 St. Shenouda the Archimandrite’s service was on different levels:

1)       Community service – He and his monastery were very involved in the lives of the people of the village around him.  As opposed to many of the monasteries which are deep in the desert, St. Shenouda’s monastery in Suhaj was close to the villages.  So many people came from all over to receive his advice.  This involvement went to the extent of him one time taking care of an entire village of 20,000 people.  At the times when the inundation of the Nile did not occur there were famines that led to attacks on villages by nomadic tribes.  So not only did they take everything in the village, they destroyed the village and took the people themselves to sell them as slaves.  One of them escaped and told St. Shenouda what happened.  They ran after them and when they caught up, St. Shenouda said to them, “You took everything in the village.  But why did you take the people?  Leave the people with me.”  And because God had given him a certain reverence, they left the people, all 20,000 of them, for St. Shenouda to take care of with absolutely nothing, not even the clothes on their bodies.  So St. Shenouda took them back to the monastery and had all of the monks leave the monastery to live in the caves in the mountains around the monastery.  The monks served them until they could rebuild their village and wait for the next crop to come up, a period of several months.  Seven of the monks were physicians and surgeons who took care of all of the people’s medical needs.  So in that period of time, it is documented that 94 people died and were buried in linen (very expensive, i.e. with dignity) and 52 children were born.  There are several miracles that occurred during that period of time.  One of them is that there came a time when all the food had run out in the monastery and all that was left were some crumbs that they could make “fatta” from.  St. Shenouda told them to make the food available and give it to the people.  They returned to him saying that there was no more food.  St. Shenouda went with the monks to the storehouse for the food and they all prayed there.  He then told them to open the door of the storehouse even though it had been empty.  When they went to open the door, they found that they could barely nudge it open due to how packed it was with bread.

2)       Theological and spiritual education – St. Shenouda’s involvement with the people in surrounding villages was not just one of community service, but it was very closely integrated with education.  He would open his monastery every Saturday and Sunday for the congregations to come to the monastery and he would give his elegant sermons purely in Sahidic Coptic.  These sermons are preserved until today and are sources of spiritual enrichment to all those that read them in addition to being the subjects of several doctoral degrees.  He is felt to be the most outstanding writer in Coptic.  Most of his letters, addressed to monks and nuns, deal with monastic questions, others combat pagans and heretics.  His sermons are spirited and predominantly eschatological in character.  It is well known that he attended the Ecumenical Council of Ephesus in 431 A.D. as a part of the Egyptian delegation with St. Cyril of Alexandria .  Because of St. Shenouda’s influence in the territory surrounding his monastery, Nestorius was exiled to Akhmim where he would not be able to sway the true and steadfast faith of those dwelling there.

3)       Paganism – St. Shenouda was the one who gave the fatal blow to paganism in Upper Egypt, just as St. Theophilus and St. Cyril of Alexandria gave the fatal blow in the North.

The mission here follows the same lines as that of St. Shenouda the Archimandrite –

1)       Community service – The Coptic Mission Center in downtown Rochester is intended to be our gateway to serving our community.  God willing, in a subsequent e-mail there will be details as to how the monastery came to be with all of its current areas.  But for now, this Coptic Mission Center is compromised of Sts. Peter and Paul Church (previously a Roman Catholic church), rectory (3-floor building with multiple rooms and meeting areas), and a renovated school building that is now a soup kitchen and twelve apartments (currently being leased to another non-profit organization).  The field for community service there is wide open.

2)       Theological and spiritual education – Just as St. Shenouda opened his monastery to educate the community around him and strengthen their faith, so does this monastery seek to do the same.  So the monastery is intended for conferences, seminars, and higher studies with the intention of not only academic work within the Church, but also for educating the community around us and reaching out with missionary work.  We must first have something before we can give it to others.  The “community” here does not mean only Rochester .  And just as St. Shenouda had a great influence in terms of the Coptic language, so does this monastery seek to revive the Coptic language as a spoken language.  And one of the first things that we have been able to do by the grace of God is upload most of the Coptic teaching tapes from the Coptic Language Institute in Anba Ruiess, Cairo, onto our monastery website.  This is still a work in progress, but by the grace of God through your prayers, this will be finished soon.

3)       “Paganism” – We are surrounded by many false teachings, heresies, and multiple various religions all of whom are taking advantage of the lack of knowledge of the true faith.  So by the grace of God, and the prayers of St. Shenouda the Archimandrite and your prayers, as this monastery reaches out to this community this true faith will be delivered to them.  Just in the small area of Rochester where the Coptic Mission Center is, there are 80 different “churches”.  There is a lot to be done and we are responsible to do this work through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Approximately in 2002 or 2003, the land across the street from St. Mark’s Coptic Orthodox Church which was previously a pasture was being sold.  By the grace of God, we were able to buy this land, 51 acres, at a very good price.  However, at the time, there was no clear idea as to what to use the land for.  The purpose of buying the land was for the potential it had being next to the church and also to keep it from other buyers that might use it for something not appropriate next to the church.  As Fr. Shenouda was getting ideas as to how to use the land, one day – the Feast of the Transfiguration (August 19, 2003) – he was on the phone with one of his spiritual children who had never been to Rochester nor knew anything about the land.  Fr. Shenouda told him about the land and this person very simply said in Arabic, “Abouna, this is a monastery.  And I’ll tell you who it’s named after – after the name of Abba Shenouda”.  The rest of that day, Fr. Shenouda kept thinking about what that man said and it all fit just as was described i.e. being in a village and combining the life of prayer and solitude with service, etc…  So after this event when Fr. Shenouda had presented this idea to His Holiness Pope Shenouda as he was leaving the U.S. to return to Egypt, Pope Shenouda immediately gave his blessing. 

At the time, St. Mark’s Church was having an extension built to provide for Sunday School rooms and other space for services.  In addition to this a baptistery was built for adults and a chapel was made downstairs.  Since the monastery was going to be named after St. Shenouda the Archimandrite, the chapel was also planned to be consecrated after his name.  Fr. Shenouda also serves a Coptic community in Syracuse, NY, who at the time did not have a church building.  They ended up buying a Russian Orthodox church named after the Archangel Michael.  But that community had already been registered previously under the name of St. Mary and St. Mina.  So that meant that the Russian church’s name would have to be changed after always having the name of Archangel Michael.  And since that church does not have room for a second altar, Fr. Shenouda decided that he would compensate Archangel Michael by naming the new chapel downstairs in St. Mark’s church in Rochester after the Archangel Michael and St. Shenouda the Archimandrite.  Interestingly enough, after this occurred, he was reading in the Coptic Life of Shenouda written by Abba Wisa his disciple, and it states in the end:  “Through the intercessions of the Holy Mother of God Virgin Mary, and through the intercessions of the Archangel Michael and Abba Shenouda the Archimandrite on whose names we consecrated the altar in our church…”  So the altar in the ancient church of St. Shenouda in the White Monastery in Suhaj is consecrated after the name of Archangel Michael and St. Shenouda the Archimandrite and God desired for the same to occur here.



We thank God that in August, 2004, His Holiness Pope Shenouda III came to Rochester and consecrated this altar after the name of Archangel Michael and Abba Shenouda the Archimandrite and laid the cornerstone for the Coptic Monastery of St. Shenouda on the land where it is currently being built.  At that time he also opened the extension of St. Mark’s Church, consecrated the baptismal font for adults and also consecrated the icons in the church.  

We have now made it up to October, 2006 –
The closing on Sts. Peter and Paul was supposed to occur at the end of October, 2006.  Construction was to begin on the monastery at that time.  And interestingly enough, a house immediately across the street from both St. Mark’s and the monastery construction site went for sale.  The timing couldn’t have been worse in terms of finances.  But the house was in very good condition and the location couldn’t have been better with its 5 acres of land.  It was also going for a cheaper price than it had been when it was on the market several months before.  It was an opportunity that couldn’t be passed up.  

As this was all going on at the same time, a few days before the closing date on Sts. Peter and Paul, we received a phone call from the sellers that the old steam boiler wasn’t working and the closing had to be delayed until there was further investigation.  It turns out that it was broken and a new one had to be put in.  So the seller ended up taking care of the cost for this and it postponed having to pay for the closing.

 As for the house, someone was able to give a personal loan to the monastery in order to buy that.  This is our retreat house for the monastery that those who visit are able to reside in it.

In the meantime, the construction was moving forward for the monastery.  It took a couple of months to take care of the boiler and a new closing date needed to be set.  We decided on February 9, the Feast of St. Paul the First Hermit.  Interestingly enough, this feast in the Roman Catholic Church is the Feast of St. Cyril of Alexandria, the Pillar of Faith.  This date had a great meaning since Fr. Shenouda had just returned from the dialogue between the Oriental Orthodox Family of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church.  In the past few years of these dialogues and others, the Nestorian tendencies within the Roman Catholic Church became very clear.  And as we know, St. Cyril was the champion of defending the faith against Nestorianism and our great father and teacher St. Dioscorus later defended that faith in the Council of Chalcedon
However, in our Coptic calendar, St. Cyril’s feast is on July 10, Abib 3, and we also celebrate the feast of St. Celestine of Rome who fought against Nestorianism with St. Cyril.  And even better – that week is also the feasts of Sts. Peter and Paul (the Feast of the Apostles) on July 12, Abib 5, and the feast of St. Shenouda the Archimandrite on July 14, Abib 7.  And St. Shenouda had a great role in defending the faith against the Nestorian heresy.  And until today, Egypt has no Nestorian church in it because of St. Cyril and St. Shenouda.  So that week has become a week of feasts for the saints of this monastery.  There is a chapel at Sts. Peter and Paul where we have placed an altar that by the grace of God will be consecrated with the names of St. Cyril, St. Celestine, and St. Shenouda – three great defenders of the faith that were united against the Nestorian heresy.

 We ask for their prayers on our behalf and for this monastery and this mission. 

Consent and Release of Liability

Please Print and Provide All Information Requested.

IMPORTANT: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS A RELEASE OF LIABILITY. YOU ARE ADVISED TO REVIEW IT CAREFULLY.

_________________________________________________________________

Name of Church or Ministry
_________________________________________________________________

Name of Participant 





Activity 
________________________________________________________________

Activity Location                                                         Dates of the Activity

Consent to Attend and Participate in the Activity

I hereby give permission for Participant to attend and participate in the Activity.  I understand and agree that participation in (“Activity”) is a privilege to which the Participant named above (“Participant”) is not otherwise entitled. In consideration of that privilege, I am signing this Consent and Release of Liability. If Participant is under eighteen (18) years of age then a Parent or Legal Guardian must sign this form and give their contact information.

Release of Liability

I represent that I have been informed about the nature of the Activity and that I understand that it is an inherently risky venture.  Prior to Participant’s involvement in the Activity, I understand that involvement of Participant in the Activity may involve risk of property damage and of personal injury, illness or even death of Participant, including but not limited to the risks arising from transportation–related activities, outdoor activities, indoor activities, accidents in and around buildings, weather conditions, and injuries and illness as a result of illnesses from food and allergic reactions and other dangers associated with traveling inside or outside the United States of America and Canada. In addition, I understand that there may be other risks inherent in Activity of which I may not be aware.

By signing this Consent and Release of Liability, I am stating that Participant is fully capable of safely participating in all activities, and I expressly assume all risks of Participant’s involvement, whether such risks are known or unknown to me at this time. I further generally release the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate- See of St Mark and all its Dioceses including the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States, Churches, Monasteries, the Coptic Orthodox Evangelism Fellowship of North America, and Coptic Evangelism in North America Group (hereafter all entities referred to as “Patriarchate”) and its Bishop, Priests, Board Members, Servants, volunteers, members, leaders. managers, owners, and agents, and other Participants at the Activity, from any and all claims that I or Participant may have against any of them as a result of property damage or personal injury, illness or death of Participant as a result of participation in Activity, whether on or off Activity grounds. I agree that this release covers the ordinary, special and inherent risks described above, and any other risks that I may not know about or think could possible at this time. This Release of Liability is given on behalf of myself, the Participant, and the heirs, family, estate, administrators, executors, personal representatives and assigns of me and Participant.

Consent to Medical Treatment

If Participant experiences an injury or illness, or has other medical needs, I authorize the Activity’s servants, volunteers, members, leaders, and agents to make such arrangements for Participant’s health and safety, including but not limited to first aid, emergency medical care, ambulance or other transportation to a hospital, medical office, or clinic, testing and examination, and hospital care, and other medical care and treatment (including dental care) as they feel is appropriate under the circumstances. I further agree that I am fully responsible to pay all charges and expenses relating to such care, transportation and treatment and I hereby fully release the Patriarchate and its Bishop, Priests, Board Members, Servants, volunteers, Members, managers, leaders, owners, and agents, and other Participants at the Activity, from any claims, including claims for medical charges, prescription costs and other expense, I might have as a result of such care, transportation and treatment. My signature below also serves to indicate my willingness for my Health Insurance Company to be billed for any and all medical fees and services should they be needed. I agree that I will pay all charges and expenses not covered by insurance.

Other Releases and Acknowledgements

I understand that Patriarchate does not provide for transportation to and from the Activity and that it is my responsibility, as the parent or guardian, to either provide or arrange for transportation of Participant.

I represent and warrant that I as the Participant am of legal age, or a parent or legal guardian of the Participant, named above and have the full power and authority to enter into this Consent and Release of Liability on behalf of the Participant. By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand this document, and also represent that all information provided is accurate. 

________________________________________________________________
Name Printed 

________________________________________________________________
Signature 





Date Signed

________________________________________________________________
Phone

In case of emergency, you may contact:

________________________________________________________________
Print Name 




Daytime Phone

________________________________________________________________

Evening Phone 



Cell Phone




        Missionary Trip to Rochester, NY 





Recommendation Letter

Name of Church: ____________________City: __________State: ______

Name of Steward: ____________________________

How long have you known the Steward? __________________

Are you his/her confession father? 

Yes 


No

If yes, does he/she confess regularly? 
Yes 


No

Does the Steward serve in the church? 
Yes 


No

If yes, what kind of service?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please answer the following questions ranking the Steward on the scale of 1 to 5, where 5 is the highest score and 1 is the lowest rank. In your assessment does the Steward:

Below Average Above Average Poorly Average highly
1. Attend the Divine Liturgy regularly 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5

2. Attend youth/church meetings regularly 1 
2 
3 
4 
5

3. Actively participate in the Church 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5

4. Exhibit a pleasant personality 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5

5. Demonstrate a commitment to service 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5

6. Exhibit leadership skills 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5

7. Appear motivated to serve 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5

8. Receive a recommendation for this trip 1 
2 
3 
4 
5

Please state the reasons why you feel the Steward should attend this trip:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Priest: __________________Signature: ____________________
Participant Health Form

_________________________________________________________________

Name of Church or Ministry
_________________________________________________________________

Name of Participant 




Date of Birth 
_________________________________________________________________

Age


 
Gender

Weight    
Height


 
________________________________________________________________
Address

________________________________________________________________
City




State



Zip Code
Emergency Contact Info

_________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact




Relationship with Participant (should be someone authorized to make health decisions)
_________________________________________________________________

Primary Phone Number 




Alternate Phone Number

________________________________________________________________
Address (if different from Participant)

________________________________________________________________
City




State



Zip Code
_________________________________________________________________

Alternate Contact




Relationship with Participant
_________________________________________________________________

Primary Phone Number 




Alternate Phone Number

Medical Information

________________________________________________________________
Medical Insurance Co. 
        

   Name of Primary Insured Person
(Please attach a copy, front and back, of your insurance card)

________________________________________________________________
Policy Number



Group Number
______________________________________________________________

Insurance Co.’s Phone: 





_______________________________________________________________

Family Doctor’s Name


City/State




_______________________________________________________________

Family Doctor’s Phone




Health History
Pre-existing or present medical conditions

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Will Participant be under any medication* while at Activity?   FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes       FORMCHECKBOX 

No 

If yes, please provide details, including the name of medications and dosage:

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

(*All medications are to be in original containers with prescription attached and given to a Servant)

List any medical or food allergies of Participant (please write “None” if applicable):

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

A Servant, volunteer, member, or a leader has my permission to provide Participant with non-prescription medicines as deemed necessary. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes       FORMCHECKBOX 
  No 

Please list any over-the-counter medicines that should not be given to Participant.

__________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Does Participant have any physical condition or limitations that would restrict participation in any activities?       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes         FORMCHECKBOX 
  No 

If yes, please provide details:

__________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

I represent and warrant that I, as the Participant, am of legal age, or that I am the parent or legal guardian of the Participant, named above and have the full power and authority to provide the consents above on behalf of the Participant. By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand this document, and also represent that all information provided is accurate. 

________________________________________________________________
Name Printed 

________________________________________________________________
Signature 





Date Signed

________________________________________________________________
Phone

Songs

Songs: Table of Contents

1. Don’t Leave me Alone 

2. Lord of all creation
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28.  My Coptic Church
1. Don’t Leave Me Alone 

No don't leave me alone, O my faithful shepard. 

Guide me dear master and be unto me a helper.

R- I am o lord without you nothing at all (2x)

So take my right hand o lord and guide me in your way forever (2x)
And don't leave me alone in the midst of this darkness
Let your bright face guide me O lord unto peace

R- I am o lord without you nothing at all (2x)

So take my right hand o lord and guide me in your way forever (2x)

No don't leave me alone but hear my prayers

And be there for me lord for the rest of my life

R- I am o lord without you nothing at all (2x)

So take my right hand o lord and guide me in your way forever (2x)

And don't leave me alone because of my sins

But forgive me o lord and accept my repentance

R- I am o lord without you nothing at all (2x)

So take my right hand o lord and guide me in your way forever (2x)

No don't leave me alone in the midst of this world

But Come quickly O Lord and take me to heaven
3. Lord of all creation 
Lord of all creation
Of water, earth, and sky
The heavens are Your tabernacle
Glory to the Lord on High

God of wonders, beyond our galaxy
You are holy, holy
The universe declares Your majesty
You are holy, holy

Lord of heaven and earth (2X)

Early in the morning
I will celebrate the light
And as I stumble through the darkness
I will call Your name by night

God of wonders, beyond our galaxy
You are holy, holy
The universe declares Your majesty

You are holy, holy

Lord of heaven and earth (2X)

Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth (3X)

God of wonders, beyond our galaxy
You are holy, holy
Precious Lord, reveal Your heart to me
Father holy, holy
The universe declares Your majesty
You are holy, holy, holy, holy

Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth (6X)

Lord of heaven and earth 
Lord of heaven and earth

Early in the morning
I will celebreate the light
and as I stumble through the darkness
I will call your name by night

God of wonders beyond our galaxy
You are holy, holy
The universe declares your majesty
You are holy, holy

Lord of heaven and earth
Lord of heaven and earth

halleluiah to the Lord of heaven and earth
halleluiah to the Lord of heaven and earth

God of wonders beyond our galaxy
You are holy, holy
Precious Lord reveal your heart to me
Father holy, holy

the universe declares your majesty
you are holy, holy, holy, holy

halleluiah to the Lord of heaven and earth
halleluiah to the Lord of heaven and earth
halleluiah to the Lord of heaven and earth
halleluiah to the Lord of heaven and earth
halleluiah to the Lord of heaven and earth
halleluiah to the Lord of heaven and earth 

4. In the secret place 

In the secret,
In the quiet place
in the stillness you are there
In the secret in the quite hour I wait, only for you
Cause i want to know you more

In the secret 
In the quite place
In the stillness you are there
In the secret in the quiet hour I wait
Because I want to know you more

Chorus
I want to know you 
I want to hear your voice
I want to know you more
I want to touch you 
I want to see your face
I want to know you more

I am reaching for the highest goals
That I might receive the prize
Pressing onward 
Pushing every hindrance aside
Out of my way
Cause I want to know you more

Chorus x2

in the secret in the quite place
in the stillness you are there

Chorus x2

5. Who am I?

Who am I? 
That the Lord of all the earth,
Would care to know my name,
Would care to feel my hurt.
Who am I? 
That the bright and morning star,
Would choose to light the way,
For my ever wandering heart.

Bridge:
Not because of who I am,
But because of what you've done.
Not because of what I've done,
But because of who you are.

Chorus:
I am a flower quickly fading,
Here today and gone tomorrow,
A wave tossed in the ocean,
A vapor in the wind.
Still you hear me when I'm calling,
Lord, you catch me when I'm falling,
And you've told me who I am.
I am yours.
I am yours. 

Who am I? 
That the eyes that see my sin
Would look on me with love
And watch me rise again.
Who am I? 
That the voice that calmed the sea,
Would call out through the rain,
And calm the storm in me.

Not because of who I am,
[Who Am I lyrics on http://www.metrolyrics.com]

But because of what you've done.
Not because of what I've done,
But because of who you are.


I am a flower quickly fading,
Here today and gone tomorrow,
A wave tossed in the ocean,
A vapor in the wind.
Still you hear me when I'm calling,
Lord, you catch me when I'm falling,
And you've told me who I am.
I am yours. 

Not because of who I am,
But because of what you've done.
Not because of what I've done,
But because of who you are.


I am a flower quickly fading,
Here today and gone tomorrow,
A wave tossed in the ocean,
A vapor in the wind.
Still you hear me when I'm calling,
Lord, you catch me when I'm falling,
And you've told me who I am.
I am yours.
I am yours.

I am yours.

Whom shall I fear?
Whom shall I fear?
'Cause I am yours.
I am yours.

6. Jesus is Lord of All 

LORD OF CREATION, OF EARTH AND SKY

JESUS IS LORD OF ALL

UPHOLDER SUSTAINER, LORD MOST HIGH

JESUS IS LORD OF ALL

REDEMER REVEALER, HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD

JESUS IS LORD OF ALL

ASCENDED TO GLORY, EXALTED HAND

JESUS IS LORD OF ALL

MESSIAH AND RULER, SON OF MAN

JESUS IS LORD OF ALL

SOVEREIGN PROVIDER, WHO HELPS US TO STAND 

JESUS IS LORD OF ALL

HE IS COMING IN POWER TO JUDGE AND TO REIGN 

JESUS IS LORD OF ALL

ALL NATIONS WILL WORSHIP, BOW DOWN TO HIS NAME 

JESUS IS LORD OF ALL X2

7. Reign in me
Over all the earth, You reign on high

Every mountain stream, every sunset sky

But my one request, Lord, my only aim

Is that You reign in me again

Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power

Over all my dreams, in my darkest hour

You are the Lord of all I am

So won’t you reign in me again

Over every thought, over every word

May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord

Cause you mean more to me than any earthly thing

So won’t you reign in me again
8. No Sacrifice Lyrics
To you I give my life, not just the parts I want to
To you I sacrifice, these dreams that I hold on to

Your thoughts are higher than mine
Your words are deeper than mine
Your love is stronger than mine
This is no sacrifice
Here's my life

To you I give the gifts
Your love has given me
How can I hoard the treasures that you've designed for free?

Because
Your thoughts are higher than mine
Your words are deeper than mine
Your love is stronger than mine
This is no sacrifice
Here's my life

To you I give my future
As long as it may last
To you I give my present
To you I give my past

Because
Your thoughts are higher than mine
Your words are deeper than mine
Your love is stronger than mine
Your thoughts are higher than mine
Your words are deeper than mine
Your love is stronger than mine
This is no sacrifice
Here's my life 
10. All in All

You are my strength
When I am weak
You are the treasure 

That I seek

You are my all in all
Seeking You as 
A precious jewel
Lord, to give up
I’d be a fool
You are my all in all
Jesus, Lamb of God
Worthy is Your name
11. Here I am Lord
I the Lord of sea and sky,

I have heard my people cry.

All who dwell in dark and sin,

My hand will save.

I who made the stars of night.

I will turn their darkness bright.

Who will bear my light to them?

Whom shall I send?
Here I am Lord

Is it I, Lord?

I have heard You

Calling in the night.

I will go, Lord

If You lead me.

I will hold

Your people in my heart.

I the Lord of snow and rain,

I have borne my people’s pain.

I have wept for love of them,

They turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone,

Give them hearts for love alone,

Who will speak my words to them?

Whom shall I send?

(Chorus)

I the Lord of wind and flame,

I will tend the poor and lame.

I will set a feast for them,

My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide,

Till their hearts are satisfied.

I will give my life to them.

Whom shall I send?

12. Shout to the Lord

My Jesus, my Savior,

Lord there is non like You,

All of my days, I want to praise,

The wonders of Your mighty love.

My comfort, my shelter,

Tower of refuge and strength,

Let every breath, all that I am,

Never cease to worship You!

Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing,

Power and majesty praise to the King!

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar,

At the sound of Your Name,

I sing for joy and the work of Your hands,

Forever I’ll love You, forever I’ll stand;

Nothing compares to the promise I have, in You.
13. Refiner’s Fire
Purify my heart, 

let me be as gold

and precious silver

Purify my heart, 

let me be as gold,

Pure gold


Chorus

Refiner's fire, 

my heart's one desire

Is to be holy, 

set apart for You Lord

I choose to be holy, 

set apart for You my Master

Ready to do Your will

Purify my heart, 

cleanse me from within

And make me holy

Purify my heart, 

cleanse me from my sin

deep within

(Chorus)
14. Come, Let Us Worship
Come let us worship and bow down
Let us kneel before the Lord, our God, our Maker (Repeat)
For He is our God and we are the people of His pasture
And the sheep of His hand, just the sheep of His hand
15. Here I Am to Worship
Light of the world You stepped down into darkness

Opened my eyes let me see

Beauty that made this heart adore You

Hope of a life spent with You

 (R) Here I am to worship

Here I am to bow down

Here I am to say that You are my God

You're altogether lovely

Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

King of all days, oh so highly exalted

Glorious in Heaven above

Humbly You came to the earth You created

All for love’s sake became poor

Bridge:

 (I'll never know how much it cost

To see my sin upon that cross) x2

16. I Could Sing of Your Love
Over the mountains and the sea 
Your river runs with love for me 
And I will open up my heart 
And let the healer set me free 

I'm happy to be in the truth 
And I will daily lift my hands 
For I will always sing of when your love came down 

R- I could sing of your love forever (2)
19. Open The Eyes Of My Heart

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, 

Open the eyes of my heart, 

I want to see You. I want to see You.

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, 

Open the eyes of my heart, 

I want to see You. I want to see You.

    To see You high and lifted up, 

    Shining in the light of Your glory. 

    Pour out Your power and love, 

    As we sing holy, holy, holy. 

Holy, holy holy. Holy, holy, holy. 

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see You. (2x)

20. Sanctuary
Lord prepare me, to be a sanctuary

Pure and holy, tried and true

And with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living

Sanctuary for You

It is You, Lord who came to save

The heart and soul of every man.

It is You Lord who knows my weakness,

Who gives me strength, with Thine own hand.

Lead Me on Lord from temptation,

Purify me from within.

Fill my heart with Your Holy Spirit,

Take away all my sin.

21. Shine Jesus Shine
Lord, the light of Your

Love is shining

In the midst of the

Darkness shining

Jesus, light of the world

Shine upon us

Set us free by the truth

You now bring us

Shine on me shine on me
Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with

The Father’s glory      

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations

With grace and mercy

Send forth Your word

Lord, & let there be light

Lord, I come

To Your awesome presence,

From the shadows into

Your radiance

By the blood,

I may enter your brightness

23. This is the Day

This is the day (x2)
That the Lord has made (x2)
Let us rejoice (x2)
And be glad in it (x2)
This is the day that the Lord has made
Let us rejoice and be glad in it
This is the day (x2)
That the Lord has made

Come unto Me (x2)
O My people come (x2)

Sing praise to Him (x2)
I will make you one (x2)
Come unto Me, O My people come
Sing praise to Him, I will make you one
This is the day (x2)
That the Lord has made

Sing and be glad (x2)
For the Lord is good (x2)
He’s done great things (x2)
As He said He would (x2)

Sing and be glad, for the Lord is good
He’s done great things, as He said He would
This is the day (x2)
That the Lord has made

24. When The Spirit Of The Lord

When the Spirit of the Lord moves in my heart

I will sing like David sang (2x)

I will sing, I will sing

I will sing like David sang (2x)

When the Spirit of the Lord moves in my heart

I will dance like David sang (2x)

I will dance, I will danced

I will dance like David danced (2x)

When the Spirit of the Lord moves in my heart

I will praise like Peter praised (2x)

I will praise, I will praise

I will praise like Peter praised (2x)

When the Spirit of the Lord moves in my heart

I will preach like St. Paul preached (2x)

I will preach, I will preach

I will preach like St. Paul preached (2x)
25. More Love, More Power

More love, more power, more of you in my life (2x) 
And I will worship you with all my mind 
And I will worship you with all my heart 
And I will worship you with all my strength 
For you are my Lord, you are my Lord.

26. No eye has seen 
  No eye has seen another God like You          
Who opens the jails and shatters the chains (repeat)

Who parts the sea, and behold gives the power
No mountains or barriers stand in His way

Chorus

No eye has seen, another god like You

Who else but You, do appear in our pains
Or rescue our souls, from the lions den (repeat)
Who lights the way, when the darkness comes,
With a blaze that appears in a pillar of smoke
Chorus

No eye has seen, another god like You


Who else but you, went to Calvary
Who else paid my debts, carried my iniquities (repeat)
That you promised me you're coming very soon
To take me to heaven for eternity 

27. As We Gather
As We gather 
may Your Spirit work within us.
As we gather may we glorify Your Name.
Knowing well that as our
Hearts begin to worship.
We'll be blessed because we came.
We'll be blessed because we came.

As We gather 
may Your Spirit work within us.
As we gather may we glorify Your Name.
Knowing well that as our
Hearts begin to worship.
We'll be blessed because we came.
We'll be blessed because we came.
28.  My Coptic Church

My Coptic Church. The church of the Lord
Ancient and Strong, I wish her long life
In the early years, After the birth of Christ
St. Mark came bearing, The light of the true faith
He dwelt in the land, proclaiming salvation
In the name of our Redeemer, Christ who removed our sins

The Copts then believed, in the Lord Jesus
And Joy filled all the cities of Egypt
In a very very short time, He abolished all idols
The cross was exalted, the sign of the faith
Satan quickly rose, to war the Son of God
He stirred the rulers, emperors and armies

He then declared war, on the sons of the faith
Deny your Christ, or be thrown in the fire
Our honored fathers, elders and youngsters
Were not moved by pain, distress nor dishonor
But said courageously, forward no turning back
We don't fear fire, Our Lord is Jesus Christ

They were beaten and imprisoned, they lived in oppression
They were burned and killed, and tasted every pain
By the power of their faith, they overcame their pains
And remained believing in, the King of Peace
With blood and suffering, they bought the faith
And preserved it for us, in the name of Our Savior

 Let us all rise, from our laziness
With diligence seeking, the heavenly rewards
The Church of the Fathers, you are our pride
To her success, let us all join together
My Coptic Church, her faith is orthodox
Forever strong, Egypt is Christ's
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